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Summer Song
Finding Ourselves, Finding God

In this season of vacations, beach
days, sailing, golf, watermelon and
blueberries, we try to take things
a bit slower and find some time to
find our smiles again.

While much of this abbreviated
summer issue is dedicated to the
joyful service projects that our
parishioners have recently
participated in, we also want to
encourage you to remember that
summer is a time to relish the fact
that we are human be-ings, not
human do-ings.

Try to walk barefoot in the grass,
spend some time in a hammock,
dance in the rain, eat peaches and
ice cream, drink lemonade and
iced tea, dig in the dirt, run
through the sprinkler, and just be
the child of God that you are
created to be.

At St . Gabrie
services at 8:00 and 9:30 are
light and refreshing as well: a
great way to start your day each
summer Sunday by recharging
your batteries and dipping
yourself i n G
This summer remember to find
yourself, and you will find the
image of God.

This newsletter, edited by
Brittany Hotte, 15, is a part of
our vision and focus on youth
empowerment. Tidings s
distributed via email and posted
on our website:

www.stgabrielsmarion.org

If you would like a black & white
hardcopy of this publication,
please contact the office at 508-
748-1507.

_Tiding

To submit material for inclusion in our next
issue, or to contact Brittany with suggestions

or comments, email her at
tidings@stgabrielsmarion.org Thanks, and
enjoy our latest issue!
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The BCH Camp

An Experience to be Shared

| have been going to the Barbara C.
Harris Camp every summer for the last
seven years. Nobody has to tell me to
go or pressure me into inviting new
people to share in the experience; |
just do it because | love it.

| have had so many unforgettable and
life-changing moments at The Camp,
weeks of my |ife
for anything. And1l * ve mad
with people | never could have had the
chance to meet otherwise.

This past week, for example, | was
blessed to be placed in a group with
three Christian teens from Palestine.
There were two girls, Rita and Hadil,
and one boy, Yousef, who came to the
camp through Bishop Gayle Harris.

In just one week, | learned so much
about their culture and their lives back
in Palestine as well as their hopes and
dreams for themselves and for their
country. | loved watching them
discover and wonder at things that |
had so often taken for granted. | felt
so lucky to be growing in faith and
learning about myself alongside these
amazing teens, who came from the
places which we were reading about in
our daily Bible studies.

| have learned and grown so much
from my annual weeks spent at the
Barbara C. Harris Camp that | feel that
it is my obligation to strongly
encourage anyone between the ages
of nine and sixteen to attend a week

of the BCH Ca mp’ schangding

summer program!
-Britt Hotte

Register Now!

Join us at THE CAMP this summer and discover
just how awesome summer camp can be!

NEWSLETTER

Like to take pictures,
write, or draw? You
are needed!

We are calling all artists,
photographers, and writers
of every age to come
forward and submit their
work to be used in weekly
bulletins or in subsequent
newsletters.

Bulletin art may be
given to Barbi
Sanderson.

All newsletter material
may be submitted to
Brittany Hotte at

tidings@stgabrielsmari
on.org by the end of
the month before the
next issue.

At THE CAMP you'll di sc«

Anactive, fun and challenging program

T A small group approach that helps each
camper feel at home

A Christian community that inspires campers
to grow in faith

I A well-trained staff focused on the needs of
campers

I A healthy and safe camp environment.

Lectors and Chalice
Bearers

Anyone interested in
serving the Lord through
reading his word, leading
Prayers of the People, or
serving at the altar as a
chalice bearer, please sign
up with Russell Hotte or by
contacting the office at 508-
748-1507.

Program:6 days (Sunday-Saturday)
Dates:Weekly from June 26" through August 6™
Cost:S575 per week (scholarships available)
Location:Greenfield, NH

Online Registrationwww.bchcenter.org

at the Barbara C. Harris Camp
and Conference Center
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Our Worship
Schedule

9:30 ServiceShrough Labor Day. we have started
our Summer Schedule with services at 8 and 9:30.

Sundays:

8 a.m: Rite | Holy Eucharist in the Chapel
9:30a.m.: Rite Il Holy Eucharist in the Church
9:45 a.m: Nursery offered during the service

Wednesdays:
Delivering altar flowers to our 7:30 a.m.:Holy Eucharist in the Chapel

neighbors.. The beautiful bouguets that adorn & ks (e e _ _
our worship services continue to serve through the 1l1am:Women' s Bible Study |
week when they are brought to our shut-ins, to the ThU rSd ays:

sick, or to folks celebrating a joyous event. Can you 6:30¢8:30p.m:Women’ s Bible Stuc
volunteer one Sunday per month to take this gif

of beauty and loe to an appreciative neighbor?

Call the office, (508-748-1507) to schedule your

day.

Lectors and Balice Bearers. if you are
interested in becoming a lector, prayer leader or
chalice bearer, please let Russ or Father Geoffrey
know of your interest. We always welcome new
voices and faces to serve in this ministry!

Project Help.. Ever wonder how the beautiful
food and refreshments arrive without a hitch for
funerals held at St. dC
helpers, led by Betsy Duncan, springs into action to
bestow this blessing on grieving families. If you
would like to help, contact the church for more
information.
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Raising Up Haiti in the
Holy Spirit T June 2011

By Karen Hotte

This past June, nine members of the diocesan Mission
Leadership Program, including Leslie & Katie Piper, Nancy
Griswold, and myself, journeyed to Cap Haitien in the north
of Haiti, to work with Pere Noe Bernier, archdeacon at
Eglise St. Esprit (Church of the Holy Spirit) in Cap Haitien.

We arrived by small plane in Cap Haitien to torrential rain.
The road from the small airport into the city is an entire
education on Haiti in itself, since it is erratically paved on
one lane, carries four to five vehicles abreast travelling in
various directions, contains truck-sized holes (now filled
with water), and was on that day a brown, muddy, trash-
filled river, alive with people carrying chickens, clinging to
colorful tap-taps, overloaded scooters, and vendors selling
their wares from flooded roadside shops.

Noe'’ s

We stayed at Per e rector
overl ooking the bay and c
guest dormitories, a technical school, and a physical
rehabilitation clinic built by USAID for injured earthquake
victims. Pere Noe, the rector of St. Esprit, is responsible for
not only his enormous church, but the large school which
he built next door, the technical school and medical clinic,
as well as a second school and three or four other parishes
outside of Cap-Haitien. It is largely due to his energy,
vision, and commitment, especially in the areas of faith and
education, that there is such an enormous Episcopal
presence in the north of Haiti.

The Episcopal Church is one of the few entities that
functions well and serves the needs of the people of Haiti.
Prior to the quake, according to Episcopal News Monthly
the diocese of 100,000 members, 169 congregations and
only 37 <clergy “served mc
diocesan educational institutions, from preschool to
col | ege..s p aany philherchonitHoacheitra dnd
its only schools for disa
churches, schools, technical schools and agricultural
development programs are life-affirming beacons of hope
throughout the country.

We happened to arrive on a week that was frantically busy
at St. Esprit. Not only was it the last week of school, with
exams for the older children, scheduled graduation
ceremonies, parties, liturgies and a procession for both the
high school and technical school students and their parents,
but on top of this it was the run-up to Pentecost. The entire
diocese celebrates Pentecost each year at this church when
most of the clergy, including Bishop Duracin, descend upon
Per e Noe' sforthreeudsyett mitth dents in the
courtyard, stage a monumental procession through the city,
and feed a crowd of 3,000 with a massive outdoor barbecue

in his yard on Pentecost Sunday.
Continued on Page 5
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Haiti - Continuedfrom Page4

On Monday we toured the St. Esprit school of 800 students
and 100 teachers, especially enjoying the tiny preschoolers
and the graduating seniors with great aspirations for their
futures that we pray will come to fruition. Eglise St. Esprit,
next door, is beautiful with a marble floor and domed
ceiling above the altar. Since all available resources were
being focused on the events of the week and the
preparations for Sunday, we were asked to paint the
interior of the church as our work project. This was
somewhat disappointing, as we had hoped to work on the
school or do something a bit more substantive, but in a
spirit of servant hood an
pl anted?”, we threw
the church to welcome the Holy Spirit.

our s el

One great benefit of painting the church was that it did, in
fact, put us in the epicenter of activity, especially for the
school children who swarmed around us between classes
and during their frequent musical rehearsals. We each had
many opportunities to interact with them as they practiced
their English, French, often Spanish, and then lapsed back
into Creole. We were a source of great curiosity and often
confusion to most of the people whom we met. Why were
we there? Where did we come from? What were we
doing? Were we coming back? Valid questions that we also
asked oursel ves..

. Lo dHati
- ‘Eglise Episcora'® L Cu.
R L 200, e oufeuess

Toward the end of the week, we went out to the
surrounding countryside, where we toured an agricultural
school, St. Barnabas in Terrier-Rouge, a two-year program
to teach local students (including women) both strong
academics and agricultural skills that they can bring back
to their own communities. Many of the graduates, we are
told, succeed in getting jobs with such organizations as
Oxfam and the World Food Programme.

We also visited Sans Souci, the ruins of a 19th-century
palace, built by Haitian King Henri-Christophe. We bought
souvenirs at a nearby craft market, went to a disco where
many of the students performed a variety of karaoke, and
visited the beautiful Cathedral of Notre Dame in the

center of Cap-Haitien. Continued on Page 6
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Haiti - Continuedfrom Page5

Our week culminated on Friday in a grand procession
through the streets of Cap-Haitien along with a glorious,
music-filled service (in the freshly painted church!) officiated
by Bishop Duracin, a prelude to the great Feast of Pentecost
on Sunday, which we would sadly miss. All of the school
children and clergy processed several miles through the city
and then back into the church.

We departed on Saturday as they brought five goats for the
Pentecost feast and spread out the abundance of fruits to be
prepared. We said goodby
who cared for us during the week, made us feel welcome,
and fed us sumptuously with a wide variety of delicious
Haitian food. Then we returned home, flying over the
ri ppling green “mountains
Haiti such a beautiful and rugged country.

As | continue to process this experience, and speaking from
my own perspective as a first-time visitor, the problems of
Haiti seem so overwhelmingly large, complex, and deep-
rooted that they admit to very few simple solutions, certainly
not addressable in a single, or even numerous, weeks of
mission project work.

Good jobs, even for the well-educated, are difficult to
come by there, and virtually the entire population of
Haiti is underemployed. The government, for a variety
of complicated reasons, is all but non-functioning and
cannot establish or maintain infrastructure within the
country, including road maintenance, trash removal (the
entire beach was under several feet of trash; rubbish
burned in the streets) or police protection (the police
station that we passed each day was surrounded by
police vehicles with flat tires), much less humanitarian
services such as education, medical and food security
programs. This often filled me with anger, as | feel that
these are the barest minimum that a government must
provide to its peopl e.
these things, and it is a great credit to the Haitian people
that they can function as well as they do.

| do, however, also see many areas of grace and hope,
such as in the church and school where we spent our
week. The people of Cap-Haitien are generally well-
educated; there is very little violent crime compared to
many other countries; the people seem enterprising,
eager to learn and to work. Because Cap-Haitien, in
particular, has been largely spared from the recent
meteorological, geological and epidemiological disasters
that have paralyzed the southern half of the country, itis
uniquely poised and able to move forward in raising
itself up, along with the entire surrounding area, given
an adequate opportunity. The schools and churches
that we saw are thriving, growing, and full of energy that
will most certainly serve to energize the community as a

whole.
Gontinued on Page 7
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Haiti - Continuedfrom Page6

So, what were the lessons from this particular trip? What is
the best way for us to help Haiti help itself? When we asked

Per e Noe what he bel i eves
answer wasi on”E.du curfetit emodd dos -

development in the mission community includes creating a
mutually accountable, transparent partnership monitored by
a locally-managedor gani zati on “on t
Diocese of Haiti. We were made aware of a few of the many
such opportunities to partner with various school-related
initiativesinP er e aNare’ s
9 Partner with the St. Barnabas Agricultural School in
Terrier-Rouge to provide academic and agricultural
schooling for impoverished students from around the
regioninsupportof Hai ti ' s food
9 Partner with and provide funding for tools and materials
for the St. Esprit Technical School, which provides
students with tools and hands-on experience in
plumbing, auto mechanics, carpentry, electrical,
computer technology, and other technical fields.
9 Establish a scholarship program for students at one or
more of the Episcopal schools in Haiti.
9 Partner with St. Esprit school to fund a feeding program
for students who attend the school, providing them with
a nutritious meal once a day.
Haiti is a beautiful country of vibrant, resourceful and creative
people, who have enormous potential to share their gifts with
their country and the world. Our task as short-term
missioners, and as a church, is to discern what God is calling
us to do through this experience and whether we are led to
apply our own gifts and resources to help our Episcopal
brothers and sisters in Haiti reach the bottom rung of the
ladder on which they can raise themselves up. The power of
the Holy Spirit is evident at Saint Esprit, and indeed
throughout Haiti, and we are blessed to have had a small part
in celebrating that power in the Haitian people.

Church Directory

CLERGY
The Rev. Geoffrey Piper
SUPPORT STAFF
Susan O’ Brien,
Terry Saulnier, Bookkeeping
Bill Knapton, Sexton
VESTRY
Mary Pierce, Sr. Warden
Stuart Richardson, Jr. Warden
Andrew Jeffrey, Treasurer
Danielle Coffin, Clerk
Catherine Cowell
Lee Craver
Joey DuBois
Karen Hotte
Bernadette Kelly
Richard Laine
William Maxwell
William Redway
Cassy West
ALTAR GUILD
Cathy Roberts, Coordinator
MUSIC MINISTRY
Leslie Piper, Organist, & Sr. Choir
Sylvia Strand, Handbell Director
CHILDRENG MINISTRY
Kristin Feeney & Michelle Ouelette
YOUTH MINISTRY

Ann Marie Fredericks, Mary Pierce,

& Joe Harris
ACOLYTES
Kim Salkind & Jean Sudduth
USHER MINISTRY

Richard Laine, Coordinator

LECTORS / CHALICERS MINISTRY

Russell Hotte, Coordinator
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h Announcements
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Irving Benson and Jessie"
Carter were married on
June 24 in the Church.

So ends a friendship
that began in their
school days.

»

These sentences (with al ERS) actually appeared in church
bulletins or were announced in church services!

2S gSNBE FAEESR gAOK 1 dzAKGSNE YR 6S aly
GKAYy3a GKS [2NR KlFa R2yS T2N (KSY®¢
Psalm 126:2
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Thank You, Saint
Gabriel®

For Making Our Trip to
Harrisburg Possible!

| know | speak for our entire Harrisburg team when | say that
our trip to Pennsylvania was a tremendous success! We all
learned so much about ourselves, the joys of serving in a
community, the word of God, and even how to use a caulking
gun!

Our team of five: Joe Harris, Amanda Fillio, Aidan McEnroe,
David Harris, and | (Brittany Hotte) left Marion bright and
early on Sunday, July 3rd, unsure of what to expect and
excited for the week ahead. After about seven or eight hours
of driving we were the first to arrive at the church and first to
meet the four amazing leaders: Alex, Jess, Aaron, and Becky.

As youth and adult mentors poured in, we got a chance to
meet other Christian teens from all over New England and
share our backgrounds and travel stories with them, building
relationships that would last much longer than the short
amount of time spent in PA. As we began our week, each of
us set out on an amazing adventure in faith and service
which no one will soon forget.

Each day we participated in a different work project around
the city whether it be sorting vegetables at a community
farm stand, assisting the elderly at a local nursing home,
helping out at a small day camp, or even mopping an entire
warehouse for project S.H.A.R.E. Each of us learned to enter
into service with an open heart and mind.

One of the projects that stuck out the most for me during the
week was our cleaning up of a local playground towards the
center of the city. What made this particular project so
memorable were the reactions of the community children to

our work in their neighborhood.
see that our presence had made a positive and hopefully

It was an amazing joy to

lasting impact on their lives. A joy, we discovered
throughout the week, that could only be found in the
service of those less fortunate than ourselves.

Upon arriving at the church we were met by a member of
the community who brought us up to speed on the
assignment for the day; the cleaning up of a local playground
that had been vandalized by drug addicts and overrun by
weeds. After walking a couple blocks from the church where
we had met up, we came to the site and set up a system of
cleaning and pruning. Half of the team was sent outside the
fence to sweep and weed the sidewalk surrounding the park.
Using long handled brooms and dust pans we picked up
several trash bags worth of empty bottles, fast food
containers, plastic bags and wrappers, bottle caps, shards of
glass, and literally hundreds of cigarette butts leaving the
sidewalk looking unquestionably better than before.
Meanwhile, the rest of the team was busy mowing the grass
surrounding the play structures, raking pine needles, weed
whacking, and hacking away at weeds that had become
small trees while left to their own devices.

Our work sparked the interest of a bunch of young
neighborhood boys. They all ran over and insisted on
helping us in any way possible (particularly with the use of
the lawnmower!) Each boy took up a job and busied himself
seeing it to completion. It made all of our days to see their
smiling faces as they worked away, gaining a new
appreciation and respect for their park. No one had ever
told these boys not to litter or that anything should ever be
done to help keeptheirc o mmuni ty c¢cl ean
when each one of them promised to take pride in THEIR
playground and to help maintain it. We all left with a sense
of satisfaction and accomplishment that day, feeling like we
had been changing the world, just one little child at a time.
-Brittany Hotte
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On Facebook!
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